Mechanical factors in the production of coronary atheromata--old thoughts and new discoveries.
The role of mechanical factors and hemodynamic shear stress in the production of coronary atheromatous disease appears certain. Its propagation is influenced by a variety of genetic transformations, disease states, and biofunctional and extraneous factors. Recent research attests to the high degree of complexity of the biochemical and physiologic processes involved. It is hoped that continued research will produce results that will allow the clinician to halt or reverse the process.